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Against LotteryAmendment 3

Since this amendment contains no definition of a lottery,
it allows the state legislature to build casinos in cities and
small towns across Arkansas. Supporters of this measure
purposefully refused to define “lotteries.” Why?

It will bring gambling to 3,000 convenience stores, located
in every city and town in Arkansas. Do you want gambling
in your neighborhood?

It turns our own state government into a predator that will
entice its own citizens to gamble and lose as much money
as possible. Imagine the number of lottery ads on TV, radio,
and in the newspaper.

If the lottery is approved, there is nothing to prevent the
Arkansas Legislature from reducing current state funding
for colleges. They will be free to simply shift college funds to
other state programs. Similar situations have developed in
other states with lotteries. Educators fear this, and that’s why
many oppose the lottery.

A Duke University study proved that poor, unemployed, and
less-educated people gamble on lotteries more and spend a
greater percentage of their income on lotteries than anyone
else. Is it right to fund scholarships on the backs of the poor?

Arkansas Business says Arkansans would have to gamble and
lose $400 million per year in order for the lottery to raise the
amount of scholarship money that proponents say it will.

In other states, only about 25¢ of each lottery dollar is actually
used for scholarships. The other 75¢ goes for advertising,
prizes, state employees, lottery outletowners, and out-of-state
lottery management companies. The amendment clearly
states that only money left over will go for scholarships.
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Vote Against
LotteryAmendment 3

If people want to play the lottery, why should
anvone care? This state-run lotteries amendment is

not about the individual choices of people; it is about

the proper role of government. Arkansans are already
free to gamble as much as they want to in Hot Springs,
West Memphis and out-of-state casinos. These are all
privately owned and operated. This proposal will take the
extraordinary step of legalizing state-owned and operated
gambling, which will put our state government in the role
of not just allowing, but encouraging its own citizens to
gamble away their money.

Don't we need a lottery to help people pay for college?
Over 155,000 students are enrolled in college in Arkansas.

If the state lotteries amendment brings in the $100 million
proponents say it will, each student will get $322 per
semester if the scholarships are divided equally. At this rate,
lottery scholarships will pay only about 5% of the cost of
attending college. Don't expect anyone to get a free education.
It won't even provide enough money to pay for books.

Arkansans are playing lotteries in surrounding
states; shouldn’t we keep the money in Arkansas
and get some benellt out of it? This amendment does
not build a fence around Arkansas. Arkansans will still play
lotteries out of state. All this will do is make things worse.
Since lotteries fleece the poor, hurt the local economy, and
bring corruption to state government, why would we want
to open the entire state to these negative influences? In
addition, the entire Arkansas lottery jackpot could leave
Arkansas if someone from out-of-state wins it.

Won't it help our economy if more people graduate
from college? Arkansas doesn't have enough jobs for our
current number of college graduates. How will creating
more graduates increase the number of jobs? The Arkansas
lottery will help surrounding states more than our own,
since that's where our graduates will go to get jobs. Creating
jobs is the best way to improve Arkansas’ economy. \We

do this by improving K-12 education, reforming our tax
structure, and taking other measures to create jobs.
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